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Titan's stars show dogged determination
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By Michele Vincent


TWO members of the Rotherham Titans have swapped rugby balls for dog leads by supporting one of the town's animal charities. 
Stuart Corsar and Nigel Conroy are among the volunteers who help Rotherham Dog Rescue by fostering a dog—Amber, a whippet cross. 
Canine psychologist Lisa Park, who assesses the dogs when they first come to Rotherham Dog Rescue's kennels, said that the charity needed this particular support because fostering helped to rehabilitate dogs with a view to finding them a permanent home. 
"Certain dogs that come in are very stressed out in the kennels and become isolated," she said. "They don't show themselves in a good light when people come to the kennels looking for a dog. 
"These dogs are being overlooked and the longer they stay in kennels, the more stressed they get." 
Lisa said that Rotherham Dog Rescue also had trouble rehoming breeds such as Staffordshire bull terriers. 
"People have preconceived ideas that they are aggressive and bite," she said, "but Staffies are human-orientated even if they don't always get on well with other dogs. 
"But they love people and are easy to train, because they want to please you." 
Similarly, Lisa said that greyhounds could be hard to rehome, as there was a misconception that they needed a lot exercise. 
"Some of the dogs just need a bit of understanding," she explained. "We take all the dogs that are due to be put down. We take them after they have been in the pound for a month and they are given a second chance. 
"We need people who are willing to foster dogs to rehabilitate them and give them a new chance in life." 
Anyone who can help Rotherham Dog Rescue is asked to telephone 07742 602255. 
q A fair held on Sunday raised more than £700 for the charity. And on Sunday, December 2, marathon man Tommy Joyce will be running on a treadmill from 10am to 4pm at Tesco in Wath to launch the appeal for a new rescue centre for Rotherham Dog Rescue. 
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